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Leading Canadaôs transition 
to a clean energy future

The Pembina Institute is a national non-profit think tank that 

advances clean energy solutions through research, education, 

consulting and advocacy.



Green Building Leaders

We work with leading 

communities & stakeholders 

to:

ÅNetwork leading municipalities

ÅAdvance cutting edge policy

ÅShare and leverage learning



Green Building Leaders

5 years

30+ communities

Policy design

Education and outreach

Joint letter initiatives

With funding from

And additional partners 



If you are not a GBL partner yeté

Join!  

What our partners sayé

ñGBL develops innovative ways to encourage energy efficiency, and 
provides a resource for local government considering policy 
changes, including thinking ñoutside the boxò...

Pembina provides the focus and time to do detailed research, 
expanding our local government capacityò

-Amber Zirnhelt, Sustainability Manager, Campbell River



Where are we at with buildings?

B.C. government

Signed October 28, 2013

Non-binding commitment 

Transform the market for 

energy efficiency and lead 

the way to ñnet-zeroò 

buildings



Current situation with innovation 
and green buildings

ÅLocal government does not have authority over building 

standards (except City of Vancouver)

ÅPatchwork approach: each LG figuring out its own 

bylaws, regulations, incentives - efficient? Effective?

ÅDevelopment industry has proven it can meet high 

standards (e.g. LEED Platinum, Living Building)



Where we are at with buildings

How do we continue to advance?

Some

successes

Energy in Building Code

Solar hot water regulation

Municipal innovation

Pathway 

forward?

Nearly net 

zero 

buildings



The path forward ïbuildings

Building Code Market transformation

Energy requirements Labelling& benchmarking

Compliance Procurement

Beyond Code Financial tools
Performance Grants & rebates

Advanced standards Pay-as-you-save financing
Rezoning requirements
Incentives for innovation



Joint Letter Fall 2013

Four asks

1. Support retrofits: financing and LiveSmart

2. Develop a comprehensive suite of opt-in regulations

3. Explore province-wide home energy labeling

4. Smart modernization

Eight local government signatories

Campbell River, Colwood, City of North Vancouver

Cowichan Valley Regional District, Powell River

Municipality of North Cowichan, Smithers, Terrace



Joint Letter Fall 2013

Minister Coleman has 

responded: there is 

capacity to develop 

additional opt in 

regulations



Suite of opt-in regulations

Photos: GCCP/CALP, UBC, Pembina, Green Energy Futures



What are opt-in regulations?

ÅProclaimed by Minister

ÅLocal governments ñopt-inò at the same time 

ÅRegulation then in effect in their community 



Example: solar hot water ready

Brought forward by Dawson Creek and Solar BC

Proclaimed 2011, revised 2013

As of 2013, 48 municipalities opted-in


