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Leadi ng Canadaos
to a clean energy future

The Pembina Institute is a national non-profit think tank that
advances clean energy solutions through research, education,
consulting and advocacy.
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We work with leading
communities & stakeholders
to:

A Network leading municipalities

A Advance cutting edge policy

A Share and leverage learning

real estate
foundation




Green Building Leaders

ENERGY LABELLING FOR NEW HOMES

D years
30+ communities

Policy design
Education and outreach
Joint letter initiatives

With funding from

real estate
- foundation

> BRITISH COLUMBIA

And additional partners

Home Energy Labelling:
Protecting homebuyers

Homes in B.C. differ in size, location and design — visible
characteristics that affect value. But homes also vary in air
tightness, amount of insulation and heating system p

The 5 big benefits
of home energy labelling

These characteristics might not be visible, but they can save
money, increase comfort, improve indoor air quality and boost
resale value. Before making one of life’s most imp h

homebuyers should know what’s under the hood of a home.

Energy labelling can tell homebuyers what they need to know
when it comes to energy efficiency. This includes:

« A standardized rating, for a quick gage of overall efficiency

A description of insulation levels, heating systems
and air tightness

An estimate of annual electricity and gas consumption

Custom energy upgrade suggestions with an estimate
of potential energy savings and rating improvements.

Part of the solution

3Cnmlobs

sector
by reducing energy bills.

4 Protect the Environment
Helps create a conservation culture, reducing
carbon emissions, local pollution and the need
for energy supply infrastructure.

5 I delivery
Provides data to help policy makers design
programs to improve the quality of buildings.

‘With 35 per cent of B.C’s community carbon pollution coming from buildings, improving the energy efficiency of B.C. homes
is key to tackling climate change. Energy labelling is one of many policies and programs needed to ensure that buildings meet

the highest standards of energy efficiency. Others include:

«  Grant programs such as LiveSmart BC and rebates from utility companies

+ Financing programs such as Pay-As-You-Save (PAYS) BC

Rezoning and permitting incentives for energy efficiency and on-site renewable energy
«  Building code improvements and efficiency standards for existing buildings.




f you are not a GB

Join!

What our partners saye

N G Bdevelops innovative ways to encourage energy efficiency, and
provides a resource for local government conS|der|ng policy
changes, including tohi.nking Aout :

Pembina provides the focus and time to do detailed research,
expanding our local governmentc apaci t y o

-Amber Zirnhelt, Sustainability Manager, Campbell River
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Where are we at with buildings?

Paciric CoAsST
B.C. government ACTION PLAN o

Signed October 28, 2013 CLIMATE AND ENERGY
Non-binding commitment =

Tran Sfo r m th e m ar ket fo r III. Investin clean energy and climate-resilient infrastructure
L with actions to:
e n e rgy effl C I e n Cy an d I e ad 1) Transform the market for chergy eﬂ"lciency and lead the way to
~ “net-zero” bu.ildings.
t h e W a y - Zt eor Onor] e t Energy cfﬁcicncy is the lowest cost way to reduce grecnhouse gas
. 1 emissions while creating gocld local jabs. The governments of
b u I I d I n g S California, British Columbia, Oregon and Washingmn will work

to harmonize applia.nce standards, increase access to affordable
ﬁn:l_ncing produl:ts, and support poliqf that ensures that energy
cfﬁcicncy is valued when buildi.ngs are bought and sold. Our
efforts intend to build a vibrant, growing regicm:ll market for energy
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Current situation with innovation
and green buildings

A Local government does not have authority over building
standards (except City of Vancouver)

A Patchwork approach: each LG figuring out its own
bylaws, regulations, incentives - efficient? Effective?

A Development industry has proven it can meet high
standards (e.g. LEED Platinum, Living Building)
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Where we are at with buildings

Some
successes

Nearly net
Pathway 2er0

forward? L
Energy in Building Code buildings

Solar hot water regulation
Municipal innovation

How do we continue to advance?
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The path forward T buildings

Building Code

Energy requirements
Compliance

Beyond Code Financial tools

Performance Grants & rebates

Advanced standards Payasyou-save financing
Rezoning requirements
Incentives for innovation
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Four asks
1. Support retrofits: financing and LiveSmart
2. Develop a comprehensive suite of opt-in regulations
3. Explore province-wide home energy labeling
4. Smart modernization

Eight local government signatories
Campbell River, Colwood, City of North Vancouver
Cowichan Valley Regional District, Powell River
Municipality of North Cowichan, Smithers, Terrace
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Joint Letter Fall 2013

Minister Coleman has
responded: there is
capacity to develop
additional opt in
regulations

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

FEB 11 201 Ref: 17376

Mr. Josha MacNab
Director, British Columbia
Pembina Institute

Suite 610 — 55 Water Street
Vancouver BC V6B 1A1

Dear Ms. MacNab:

Thank you for your January 21, 2014 letter regarding improving energy efficiency in residential
buildings. I appreciate your recognition of British Columbia’s leadership in adopting the
strongest energy efficiency requirements in the country.

I have forwarded your comments regarding home energy retrofit financing programs and energy
labeling to the Honourable Bill Bennett, Minister of Energy and Mines. His Ministry is
responsible for incentive programs for improving the energy performance of existing buildings.

As you mentioned in your letter, the Solar Hot Water Ready requirement illustrates another
useful approach, giving local governments the discretion to opt into the regulation if they choose.

In addition to envir 1 implications, we ider social and economic implications of
proposed regulatory changes, mcludmg industry capacity, housing affordability and the pace of
change. Having a patchwork of differing requirements across the province may result in
negative economic impacts and compromise the ability to make strategic improvements.

1 appreciate your concern regarding the opportunities and challenges presented by modernizing
the BC Building Code. Having a uniform building code throughout the province does not
preclude having opt in regulations. Along with the capacity to develop additional opt in
regulanons a umfom1 building code would allow British Columbia to enjoy the benefits of a

y landscape and targeted opportunities to try some new approaches to
improve energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

2

Ministry of Natural Gas Development  Office of the Minister Mailing Address:
Minister Responsible for Housing PO Box 9052, Stn Prov Govt
and Deputy Premier Victoria, BC V8W 9E2

Phone: 250 953-0900
Fax: 250 953-0927

PEMBINA

institute




Suite of opt-in regulations
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What are opt-in regulations?

A Proclaimed by Minister
ALocal gover-inmé&nats tfiloe@tse
A Regulation then in effect in their community

PEMBINA
institute



Brought forward by Dawson Creek and Solar BC
Proclaimed 2011, revised 2013
As of 2013, 48 municipalities opted-in

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

REGULATION OF THE MINISTER OF ENERGY, MINES AND NATURAL GAS
AND MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR HOUSING AND DEPUTY PREMIER

Local Government Act

Ministerial Order No. 11083

1, Rich Coleman, Minister of Energy, Mines and Natural Gas and Minister Responsible for Housing and Deputy
Premier, order that,
(a) effective June 21, 2013, the Solar Hot Water Ready Regulation, B.C. Reg. 101/2011, is amended as set
out in the atteched Appendix, and )
(b) an applicant for a building permit referred to in Part 21 of the Local Government Act or Part 2 of the
C ity Charter is ipt from the Solar Hot Water Ready Regulation in respect of a building
permit application submitted before June 21, 2013,
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